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Are you ready? Or are you Ready?

September is National Preparedness Month. This year, the Ready campaign and National Preparedness Month (NPM) 2009 are focusing on changing the perceptions about emergency preparedness and are helping Americans understand what it truly means to be Ready. NPM 2009 will illustrate how preparedness goes beyond fire alarms, smoke detectors, dead-bolt locks and extra food in the pantry, and help people communicate important preparedness messages to families, businesses and communities.

Ohio’s first responders, emergency managers, educators and media will continue to inform the public on ways to mitigate, prepare for, respond to, and recover from emergencies and disasters. They will do so by promoting the four key points of the Ready campaign:

Get a Kit. Homes, schools and businesses need to have Emergency Supply Kits that include essential items such as nonperishable food, bottled water, NOAA Weather Radio, flashlights, extra batteries, first aid kits, important documents and emergency contact numbers. Households should have extra food, water and supplies for pets/animals.
Make a Plan. Every home, school and business needs to develop an Emergency Plan. Everyone needs to know what types of emergencies or disasters can affect or impact their lives – from severe thunderstorms to fires. Everyone needs to know what to do for each type of emergency. Make a plan. Practice the plan. Conduct safety drills.

Be Informed. Residents should know who their county EMA directors are and how to contact them. Residents should learn about the emergency plans established by local governments. Everyone should know the difference between storm watches and storm warnings and stay aware of inclement weather and emergencies by listening to their NOAA Weather Alert/Public Alert Radio or local TV or radio stations.

Get Involved. Volunteer in the community. Get involved with the Ohio Community Service Council’s ServeOhio programs: Ohio Citizen Corps and Ohio Medical Reserve Corps. Get involved in making our communities and our great state safer, stronger and better prepared. Find additional information at www.serveohio.org. 

To view the NPM 2009 calendar and kickoff webinar, go to www.ready.gov. 
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