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OHIO BMV ISSUES REVISED POLICY REGARDING ACCEPTANCE
OF PUERTO RICO-ISSUED BIRTH CERTIFICATES

COLUMBUS - Effective immediately, the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles will accept certified
copies of Puerto Rico birth certificates issued on or after Jan. 1, 2010 by the Puerto Rico Health
Department, through its Vital Statistics Record Office, as proof of identity and date of birth,
Registrar of Motor Vehicles Carolyn Williams announced today.

This latest policy guidance revises a Feb. 23, 2010 decision by the Ohio BMV to not accept
certified copies of Puerto Rico birth certificates as proof of identity.

“Today’s announcement is the result of continuing communication with the Puerto Rico
government and the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA) about the
purpose and interpretation of Puerto Rico Law 191, enacted on Jan. 1, 2010,” said Williams.

Based on collaboration with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the U.S.
Department of State, the government of Puerto Rico enacted Law 191 in an effort to address the
fraudulent use of Puerto Rico-issued birth certificates to unlawfully obtain U.S. passports, Social
Security benefits, and other federal services.

The new law is aimed at strengthening the issuance and usage of birth certificates to combat
fraud and protect the identity and credit of all people born in Puerto Rico. On July 1, 2010, all birth
certificates issued prior to that date by the Puerto Rico Health Department, through its Vital
Statistics Record Office, will be invalidated by the government of Puerto Rico.

“Drivers are reminded that birth certificates are one of many acceptable documents that may be
presented to the Ohio BMV to prove identity, and not the sole verifying document required for
issuance of a state driver license or identification card,” said Williams.

The Ohio BMV recognizes that, in some instances, an applicant will be unable to present either a
certified Puerto Rico birth certificate issued on or after Jan. 1, 2010 or another acceptable
document. The Registrar of Motor Vehicles will approve, on a case-by-case basis, the use of
other genuine and reliable documents from these applicants.

This Ohio BMV policy change impacts only those seeking to obtain new or duplicate Ohio driver
licenses or identification cards. Other acceptable documents include driver licenses or
identification cards issued by any U.S. state or territory.

A full list of acceptable primary and secondary documents can be found at

http://bmv.ohio.gov/acceptable id documents.stm. For more information, visit  the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico’s new Birth Certificate Law (Law 191 of 2009) at

www.prfaa.com/birthcertificates/.
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