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OHIO PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE TASK FORCE ANNOUNCES FUNDING
OPPORTUNITY FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT CASES

$250,000 in JAG funds available for agencies to investigate and prosecute prescription drug cases

COLUMBUS — Today, the Ohio Department of Public Safety (ODPS), along with the
Ohio Prescription Drug Abuse Task Force (OPDATF), announced the Ohio Prescription
Drug Grant through the Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program which will provide
agencies with funding to investigate and prosecute cases involving prescription drug
abuse.

Through the Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS), a division of ODPS, the
Ohio Prescription Drug Grant will provide funding to defray expenses that a prescription
drug investigation incurs in performing its functions related to the enforcement of the
state’s prescription drug laws and other state laws related to illegal prescription drug
activity.

‘I am pleased to announce this funding opportunity to assist in dealing with these types
of cases,” said George T. Maier, Chairman of the Task Force and Assistant Director of
ODPS. “This is just one component of a multi-disciplinary problem important in
maintaining a balance between law enforcement, regulatory, public health and
treatment.”

The funds, totaling $250,000 with a maximum of $15,000 per application, can be used
for overtime costs of case investigators, equipment necessary to complete the
investigation and costs for prosecuting the case. Proposals will be due July 12, 2010.
The RFP can be found on OCJS’ Web site at: http://www.ocjs.ohio.gov/

Prescription drug abuse has become an epidemic in Ohio. In 2007, unintentional drug
poisoning became the leading cause of injury death in Ohio, surpassing motor vehicle
crashes and suicide for the first time. On Friday, April 2, 2010 Governor Ted Strickland
signed an executive order establishing the OPDATF.

For more information on the Task Force, please visit the Ohio Department of Health’s
Web site at: http://www.odh.ohio.gov/features/odhfeatures/drugoverdose.aspx.
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