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TOO MUCH TURKEY IS NO EXCUSE FOR NOT BUCKLING UP
ODPS Urges Motorists to Buckle Up Every Trip, Every Time
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COLUMBUS - With the holidays upon us and many Ohioans hitting the road, the Ohio
Department of Public Safety (ODPS) is urging motorists to buckle up - day and night - regardless
of their destination.

Last year's Thanksgiving holiday was the deadliest holiday on Ohio’s roads. During the 2009
holiday, there were 2,998 total crashes, 1,083 total injuries, and 18 fatalities - 10 of which were
alcohol-related. More than half of the 18 people killed were not belted.

To try to reduce those numbers and keep Ohioans safe as they travel, the Ohio State Highway
Patrol and more than 70 local law enforcement agencies across the state will be out between
now and Nov. 28 looking for aggressive, impaired or otherwise unsafe drivers. Motorists and
passengers should remember that if they are pulled over for another violation and are not
wearing their seat belts, they will be ticketed. Local safety efforts are funded and coordinated by
ODPS’ Ohio Traffic Safety Office, which promotes educational programs, coalition-building
efforts and campaigns focused on highway safety.

“While we have made great strides in seat belt use in our state, far too many people still die
each year not wearing one,” said ODPS Director Thomas J. Stickrath. “This Thanksgiving, |
urge everyone to drive safely, drive sober, and buckle up - every trip, every time.”

Nationally, during the 2008 Thanksgiving holiday, from Monday, Nov. 17, to Monday, Dec. 1,
passenger vehicle occupants were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes. Tragically, more than
half of those killed were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the crash, where restraint use
was known.

"The Thanksgiving holiday should be a joyous time for all families in Ohio, but far too often the
celebration turns to tragedy on our state’s highways," Colonel David W. Dicken, Patrol
superintendent, said. "Simple things like planning ahead to designate a driver if you choose to
consume alcohol, and insisting that everyone in the vehicle is buckled up before you leave, can
go a long way toward ensuring tragedies do not occur."

Troopers recommend that motorists contact the Patrol by calling 1-877-7-PATROL when they
see a disabled vehicle or unsafe driver.
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ODPS works to reduce alcohol-related deaths and injuries on Ohio’s roads through the coordinated efforts of all
of its Divisions. The Ohio Investigative Unit enforces liquor, tobacco and food stamp laws in liquor permit
premises and the Ohio State Highway Patrol enforces traffic laws. The Ohio Traffic Safety Office (OTSQO) funds
the efforts of OVI Task Forces and other grants for law enforcement to combat impaired and unsafe driving.
OTSO also promotes educational programs, coalition-building efforts and campaigns focused on highway safety.



