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Ohio Department of Public Safety and Fire Associations
Partner to Enhance Preparedness Efforts

COLUMBUS - Recently, the Ohio Department of Public Safety’s (ODPS) division
of Homeland Security, along with the Ohio Fire Chief's Association (OFCA),
partnered with the International Association of Fire Chiefs to share the Ohio Fire
Emergency Response Plan with other states.

The Response Plan was established August 1, 2002, by members of the OFCA
for the purpose of supporting local jurisdictions with fire personnel and resources
when an incident overwhelms the normal mutual aid. In 2005, the OFCA along
with Ohio Homeland Security entered into a partnership that allowed the existing
emergency response plan to be web-enabled and duplicated for law enforcement
purposes. In 2006, the OFCA signed a memorandum of understanding with
ODPS establishing the partnership which exists today. Since its inception, the
plan has been activated 19 times to provide life-saving equipment and personnel
to the citizens of the state of Ohio and beyond.

As the State’s Emergency Response System has grown and developed, so have
the partnerships needed to make it function effectively. More than 1,250 fire
departments are listed in the system, representing nearly 100% of all fire
departments in the state.

“In emergency situations, activation time is critical,” said Ohio Homeland Security
Executive Director Robert C. Glenn. “As a result of our partnership with the Fire
Chiefs Association and the International Association of Fire Chiefs, not only Ohio
but other states across the country can now mobilize mass amounts of
equipment and man power in a matter of minutes.”

The Fire Emergency Response plan follows the eight Homeland Security
Planning Regions developed by the state. The State Fire coordinator oversees
the regional and county coordinators and reports directly to the Ohio Fire Chiefs’
Association.



The objectives of this ongoing project are to: provide all Ohio jurisdictions with a
method to quickly summon additional resources to handle major emergencies
when local mutual aid capabilities have been exhausted; maintain up-to-date
information and a database that is efficient, effective and seamless to the
Statewide Ohio Response Plan; provide a liaison between the Ohio Fire Service,
Ohio Emergency Management Agency and other State and federal agencies; to
be an integral part of the State of Ohio’s Homeland Security effort and support
efforts to identify and catalogue multi-agency resources that could be linked to
the Response Plan for dispatching in the event of a major disaster .

The annual Ohio Fire Chiefs conference will be held Friday, July 15 through
Wednesday, July 20, 2011. Formal recognition of this achievement will take
place on Saturday, July 16, 2011, 1 p.m. at the Easton Hilton located at 3900
Chagrin Drive, Columbus, Ohio, 43219.

For a complete list of recent incidents where the emergency response system
was used, log onto:
http://www.publicsafety.ohio.gov/links/MR2011/HistoryERPResponses.pdf
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