MEDIA RELEASE
o 28 WM Criminal Justice Services

Office of Criminal Justice Services

Ohio Criminal Justice Services ® Karhlton F. Moore, Executive Director
www.ocjs.ohio.gov

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
Joha R Kasich, Governor Thoreas P. Charles, Direcior

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: May 17, 2012
Contact: Kristen Castle, Public Information Officer, (614) 728-4623

Click It or Ticket to Boost Seat Belt Use — Day and Night

NHTSA statistics show that in 2010 seat belts saved an estimated 12,546 lives nationwide

(COLUMBUS) — Motorists who refuse to wear their seat belts — beware. The 2012 national Click It or
Ticket seat belt enforcement mobilization kicks off May 21 to help save lives by cracking down on those
who don’t buckle up.

Ohio is again patrticipating in the national mobilization to remind Ohioans to buckle up — day and night.
The Ohio Department of Public Safety’s (ODPS) Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS), who will lead
this campaign, joined Indiana and Kentucky in this announcement because buckling up saves lives.

According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, in
2010 nationally, 61 percent of the 10,647 passenger vehicle occupants who were killed in motor vehicle
traffic crashes overnight (6 p.m. to 5:59 a.m.) were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the fatal
crash, compared to 42 percent during the daytime hours.

“Too many drivers and passengers on the road at night are not wearing their seat belts, and it all too often
ends in tragedy,” said ODPS Director Thomas P. Charles. “Our goal is to save more lives; therefore, our
law enforcement partners will be out enforcing seat belt laws around the clock.”

More than 900 law enforcement partners around Ohio, including the Ohio State Highway Patrol, will be
aggressively enforcing the law during the mobilization, which runs May 21 through June 3.

“It's simple - safety belts save lives and reduce injury in crashes,” said Colonel John Born, superintendent
of the Ohio State Highway Patrol. “It is the easiest thing you can do to protect yourself, your family and
your friends.”

In 2010, 22,187 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in motor vehicle crashes, according to NHTSA,
and 51 percent of them were NOT wearing seat belts at the time of their fatal crashes. In 2011, nearly 65
percent of the people killed on Ohio’s roadways were not wearing a safety belt.

Law enforcement and other safety partners will be holding awareness events and educational activities to
stress the importance of seat belt use around the state during the mobilization. OCJS is generating high-
visibility awareness and is supporting NHTSA'’s national media with statewide placement of messages on
television, radio and newspaper ads. For more information on the Click It or Ticket mobilization and other
programs run by the OCJS, log onto http://www.0ocjs.ohio.gov/.
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OCJS, a division of ODPS, serves as the lead justice planning and assistance agency for the state. Through research, technology
and grants, OCJS serves a wide variety of agencies committed to reducing and preventing crime across Ohio. OCJS coordinates
and funds the efforts of DUI Task Forces and grants for local law enforcement and safety partners to combat impaired and unsafe
driving and promotes educational programs, coalition-building efforts and campaigns focused on highway safety.
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