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OIU agents remind servers, bartenders to serve responsibly 
Night before Thanksgiving is one of the busiest nights for bars, restaurants  

 
(Columbus) – The night before Thanksgiving is one of the busiest nights of the entire year for 
bars and restaurants. As families gather and friends reconnect, it is important for staff of liquor 
permits to be vigilant to ensure that the entertainment areas of Ohio are safe and operating within 
the law.  
 
Bartenders and servers have a big role in ensuring Ohioans enjoy themselves, but within reason 
by doing the following:  

 Do not serve alcohol to anyone who is younger than 21-years-old; 
 Do not serve alcohol to anyone who is already intoxicated; 
 As students return home from college, make a good faith effort to verify the patron is 

legally permitted to consume alcohol; and  
 Offer another option for transportation home and encourage having a sober driver. 

 
“Some of the most devastating incidents involving alcohol happen as the holidays are getting 
underway,” said Captain Gary Allen. “Many times these incidents are avoidable and by getting 
the front line employees at bars and restaurants to be vigilant, we will have safer entertainment 
venues for everyone.”  
  
Any liquor permit staff found to be in violation of serving intoxicated or underage individuals 
can be charged criminally. In addition, agents may administratively cite the liquor permit. The 
administrative case will be presented to the Ohio Liquor Control Commission for their 
consideration. Possible administrative penalties include fines, suspension or revocation of the 
liquor permit.  
 

# # # 
 

The Ohio State Highway Patrol’s Ohio Investigative Unit agents are plain-clothed fully sworn 
peace officers. OIU is charged with enforcing the state’s liquor laws and is the only state law 
enforcement agency specifically tasked with investigating food stamp fraud crimes. Agents also 
investigate tobacco violations. Follow OIU on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ohio-Investigative-Unit/165782203506269 and on Twitter by 
logging onto http://twitter.com/Ohio_OIU.  


