


In Ohio, it is illegal to drive any motor vehicle without insurance or other FR 
coverage. It is also illegal for any motor vehicle owner to allow anyone else to 
drive the owner’s vehicle without FR coverage.
You are required by law to show FR coverage:
•	 Whenever a police officer issues a traffic ticket
•	 At all vehicle inspection stops
•	 Upon traffic court appearances
•	 Upon random checks by the Registrar of the Ohio BMV

Requirements for Financial Responsibility (FR) Coverage:
Liability insurance pays for damage caused by you and suffered by the other party for personal 
injury, death or property damage. Check with your insurance agent to see if you have the proper 
coverage. You need coverage of at least $12,500 bodily injury per person, $25,000 injury for two 
or more persons and $7,500 property damage.
 

When Required, FR Coverage may be Shown by:
•	 The insurance policy
•	 An insurance identification card (same coverage as policy)
•	 A surety bond of $30,000 issued by any authorized surety company
•	 An Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) bond secured by real estate having equity of at 

least $60,000
•	 A BMV certificate for money or government bonds in the amount of $30,000 on deposit with 

the Ohio Treasurer of State
•	 A BMV certificate of self-insurance, available only to companies or persons who own at least 

26 motor vehicles

Penalties:
Any driver or owner who fails to show 
FR coverage will:

•	 Lose his or her license for 90 days on 
the first offense, one year on a second 
offense and two years on additional 
offenses

•	 Lose his or her license plates and vehicle 
registration

•	 Pay reinstatement fees of $75 for the first 
offense, $250 for a second offense, and 
$500 for any additional offense

•	 Pay a $50 penalty for any failure to 
surrender his or her driver license, license 
plates or registration

•	 Be required to maintain special FR 
coverage (“high-risk” insurance or 
equivalent) on file with the BMV for a 
period of three to five years

Once the suspension is in effect, any driver 
or owner who violates the suspension will 
have his or her vehicle immobilized and 
license plates confiscated for at least 30 
days for the first offense and 60 days for 
the second offense. For third or subsequent 
offenses, the vehicle will be forfeited and 
sold, and the vehicle owner will not be 
permitted to register any motor vehicle in 
Ohio for five years. These penalties are in 
addition to any fines or penalties imposed by 
a court of law.


