
Ohio eWarrants – Judicial Liaison/Counter Parts  

Background: In response to the number of outstanding warrants and growing backlog of unserved 
warrants in Ohio, Governor Mike DeWine created the Ohio Governor’s Warrant Task Force in February 
2019. The Task Force studied how Ohio’s 1,361 entities with access to the Ohio Law Enforcement 
Automated Data System (LEADS) utilize it. Information from LEADS ultimately feeds data into the 
National Crime Information Center (NCIC) system, which is the FBI’s national electronic repository for 
crime data. This project fulfills Governor DeWine’s vision for a statewide electronic warrants 
(eWarrants) system that is free and easy. The Task Force determined that Ohio lacks a uniform 
statewide warrant request and tracking system. The scope of the problem is illustrated by the fact that 
the Task Force was not able to ascertain the number of open warrants in Ohio, nor the number of open 
warrants for serious or violent offenses. To improve the existing warrant processes, the Task Force 
recommended the development of a statewide electronic warrant system to effectively track the status 
of warrants from creation to service. This system is being created to improve the thoroughness, 
accuracy and timeliness of warrant and protection order submissions to LEADS for officer safety, public 
safety and National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) firearm transfer decisions.  

Goal: Develop and implement a free, centralized, intuitive, responsive, web-based, mobile friendly 
warrant and protection order system for victims, law enforcement, courts and clerks across all 88 
counties. The eWarrants system will enhance law enforcement situational awareness, allow 
stakeholders to track open warrants and protection orders and assist with the reduction of Ohio’s 
warrant backlog. The eWarrants system will facilitate entry of all warrants and protection orders into 
the federal NCIC system via LEADS by automating the process and eliminating duplicate entries in 
disparate systems. The system will provide real-time access to the status of warrants and protection 
orders, which will aid in reducing instances of false arrest due to stale data. Overall, the eWarrants 
system is expected to decrease the cost of existing systems and manual processes used to initiate, 
authorize, enter, audit and validate warrants and protection orders.  

Judicial Liaison/Counterparts: will be asked to assist with encouraging all county and local entities to 
work together, supporting the project and influencing buy-in. The role may also be called upon to make 
decisions should there be any dispute over warrant or protection order workflow. 


