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LETTER FROM THE OHIO NARCOTICS INTELLIGENCE CENTER EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 

The Ohio Narcotics Intelligence Center (ONIC) continues to make an impact throughout Ohio 
by disrupting drug trafficking. The ONIC provides support to federal, state, and local law 
enforcement agencies and leverages cutting edge technologies and analytical techniques to 
detect, identify, and intercept dangerous drugs. The ONIC supported nearly 1,600 investigations 
in 2022, which included significant cases involving large drug seizures, organized crime and drug 
trafficking organizations, overdoses, firearms trafficking, cryptocurrency seizures, and online 
illicit drug markets. To better support local law enforcement in all areas of the state, the ONIC 
opened offices in Cincinnati and Toledo this past year with the same forensics and intelligence 
capabilities found in the Columbus and Cleveland offices. Additionally, the ONIC added new 
capabilities this year including a forensic evidence collection specialist to lessen the burden of 
transporting digital evidence for local law enforcement. Within the intelligence section, two 
native Spanish speaking translators were added as well as a forensic accountant and a strategic 
intelligence analyst. These capabilities augment the existing unit and provide critical support 
that is indispensable to our law enforcement partners. 

Effective mitigation of the narcotics crisis requires a multi-faceted approach targeting both 
the supply and demand side of drug distribution. ONIC, along with RecoveryOhio, hosts a 
monthly drug trends call that features collaboration among public health and public safety
officials. The call highlights recurring subject matter experts who present on wide-ranging 
topics including public health, law enforcement, and regulatory oversight. Each meeting 
includes a featured speaker who discusses the latest trends used in their field to mitigate 
substance abuse and its consequences. The ONIC also hosts and supports a series of quarterly 
meetings including: (1) a national drug trends call to facilitate information sharing with law 
enforcement partners; (2) the Emerging Drug Scientific Working Group (EDSWG) which supports 
the collection and sharing of information on emerging drug trends and facilitates regular 
communication with Ohio's drug chemists and toxicologists; and (3) the Ohio Public Safety 
Response / Outreach call with Ohio’s Quick Response Teams (QRTs). The EDSWG captures early
detection of new substances which is then shared with key stakeholders, decision makers, and 
the public. An example of a positive outcome from this information sharing is our EDSWG 
partners, in conjunction with the ONIC, supported the State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy in 
adding ten dangerous substances to Ohio’s controlled drug schedule.   

ONIC Staff at the Statehouse. 
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In addition to facilitating information sharing, the ONIC demonstrates its commitment to 
support continuous learning for intelligence analysts, forensic specialists, public health officials, 
and law enforcement officers throughout Ohio by hosting conferences such as the annual Drug 
Summit and the Digital Forensics and Intelligence Conference. These conferences assemble a 
wide array of specialties to promote networking as well as learning and information sharing
regarding emerging trends and new technology.

The ONIC’s willingness to push the norms of criminal intelligence pays back in dividends. Since 
2020, the ONIC has issued 23 intelligence bulletins at various distribution levels from law 
enforcement only to public dissemination with topics ranging 
from emerging drugs, such as the early identification of 
counterfeit tablets in Ohio, mixtures containing xylazine and 
isotonitazene, to digital forensic trends. The ONIC team is 
dedicated to bringing state-of-the-art digital forensics and 
criminal intelligence support to Ohio law enforcement and will 
continue to seek new opportunities for information sharing and 
collaboration.  

We look forward to assisting you in 2023. 

ONIC Executive Director 
Cynthia Peterman 

ONIC  and Bureau of Criminal Investigation Leadership at the Digital 
Intelligence and Forensics Conference. 
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LAW ENFORCEMENT INITIATIVES PROGRAMS 

The Ohio Department of Public Safety (DPS) Law Enforcement Initiatives consist of four different
programs, the ONIC, the State of Ohio Law Enforcement Virtual Exchange (SOLVE), eWarrants, 
and the Law Enforcement Support Office (LESO). ONIC, SOLVE, and eWarrants emanated from 
Governor DeWine’s initiative to develop innovative programs within the state of Ohio that 
benefit not only the state and local governments but Ohio citizens statewide. 

ONIC, established in 2019, was forged to assist law enforcement entities at the local, state, and 
federal level with drug investigations throughout Ohio. Combining state-of-the-art digital 
forensic tools with both tactical and strategic criminal intelligence analysis, ONIC is uniquely 
suited to deliver expert assistance across a range of capabilities to law enforcement agencies, 
supporting investigations and thwarting the manufacturing and trafficking of drugs. As of 2022, 
ONIC has supported law enforcement and prosecutors’ offices in 81 of Ohio’s 88 counties.  

SOLVE was developed to compile the disparate information networks of the various local law 
enforcement agencies and integrate them into a common data-sharing platform to maximize 
collaboration. In addition to facilitating information sharing, it also bolsters deconfliction among 
agencies at the local, state, and federal level ensuring operational integrity. In May 2022, SOLVE 
Connect was launched to facilitate networking and bilateral connections among law 
enforcement agencies throughout the state. 

eWarrants was created to provide an easier, streamlined, and electronic system for court clerks, 
law enforcement officers, and prosecutors’ offices to file and quickly locate arrest and 
protection orders submitted throughout the state. Currently, the DPS is implementing discovery 
and outreach sessions with over 1,400 criminal justice agencies across Ohio. In 2022, eWarrants 
went live in four counties: Meigs, Stark, Champaign and Clark. 

LESO is the state of Ohio’s coordination agency for the Department of Defense, Defense 
Logistics Agency, and the Law Enforcement Support “1033” program. This program allows non-
military (federal, state, and local) law enforcement agencies to receive excess property from the 
Department of Defense. In 2022, 30 local law enforcement agencies across Ohio received 
property through the program, totaling 3,517 pieces of equipment with an original value of 
$4,156,921. 

Governor DeWine receives a briefing from ONIC.
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TIMELINE OF MILESTONES 
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ONIC 
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COUNTIES SERVED: 2019-2022

ONIC Overview 

Our Mission: The ONIC provides expert digital forensic examinations, 
criminal intelligence analysis, and case support for Ohio law 

enforcement to identify and disrupt the illicit drug market. ONIC 
facilitates information sharing and collaboration with law 

enforcement, addiction services and recovery organizations, and the 
public to reduce drug overdoses. 

The Ohio Narcotics Intelligence Center (ONIC) was established in 
2019 by Governor Mike DeWine in Executive Order 2019-20D. The 
General Assembly and Governor DeWine charged ONIC with 
expanding beyond existing offices in Cleveland and Columbus to 
include new sites in Toledo and Cincinnati which opened in early 
2022. The ONIC now operates under Ohio DPS in all four locations. 
ONIC offices are comprised of criminal intelligence analysts and 
forensic computer specialists that assist law enforcement agencies 
and drug task forces by providing investigative and case support. 
ONIC and DPS staff lead several information-sharing networks that 
bridge traditional law enforcement and criminal justice with 
stakeholders across industries that have an interest in Ohio’s drug
threat landscape.  

The ONIC Forensics Unit supports law enforcement, drug task 
forces, and local, state, and federal agencies through the extraction 
and analysis of cell phones, computers, digital video recorder (DVR) 
systems, security systems, and other electronic devices. All four 
ONIC locations feature state-of-the-art digital forensic tools to help 
law enforcement access crucial digital evidence in their cases.  

The ONIC Intelligence Unit provides tactical and operational 
criminal case support, strategic intelligence support, trend analysis, 
cryptocurrency tracing, forensic accounting, Spanish translation, 
and dark web investigations. ONIC intelligence analysts utilize 
complex analytical tools to locate connections within and beyond 
jurisdictions, determine links between cases, and dismantle criminal 
networks.  

ONIC intelligence analyst.

ONIC forensic specialist.
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GROWTH AND EXPANSION 

In 2022, the ONIC expanded to four locations and added a variety of new capabilities. The two
new offices in Cincinnati and Toledo serve the southwest and northwest Ohio regions. These 
offices have established partnerships with both local law enforcement and drug task forces in 
their respective regions. Intelligence analysts, forensic specialists, and Ohio National Guard 
(ONG) counterdrug analysts operate from these offices and bring the same expertise and state-
of-the-art capabilities to these regions found in other ONIC locations.

Opening Cincinnati office: Governor DeWine receives a briefing. 

Opening Cincinnati office: Governor DeWine & ONIC staff. 

Opening Toledo office: ONIC staff.

Opening Cincinnati office: Governor DeWine receives a 
briefing. 
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NEW CAPABILITIES 

The ONIC added new capabilities in 2022 to augment the existing unit and provide critical 
support that is indispensable to our law enforcement partners. 

Cryptocurrency Analysis and Dark Web Investigations 

ONIC has a unique capability in the form of cryptocurrency tracing analysis and 
dark web investigative support/research which is a vital asset to help law
enforcement agencies across Ohio. With a current subject matter expert in the 
field and two practitioners, the ONIC is growing this capability to support law 
enforcement investigations in this dimension.  

Forensic Accountant 

ONIC added a forensic accountant in 2022 who conducts, reviews, and analyzes 
financial data and other information for individuals and businesses suspected of 
narcotic-related crimes. They assist with identifying and tracing funding sources and 
interrelated transactions as well as identifying new accounts and finances. They 
also assist with locating assets for forfeiture as the investigation progresses and 
can provide recommendations on additional financial investigative avenues to 
law enforcement partners. 

Spanish Translation 

The ONIC has three fluent native Spanish speakers who provide translation support and
review of narcotics-related cases. Their expertise includes the translation of grammatical 
Spanish, the interpretation of slang, and the identification of dialects 
which can narrow the country/region of the speaker. The translation team analyzes 
verbal and written data such as communications from digital devices, social media 
search warrant returns, auditory data from audio files, videos, and jails/prison 
calls, and offers case support to investigators.

Strategic Intelligence 

ONIC’s Strategic Intelligence team, which includes an ONG counterdrug analyst, 
monitors the drug landscape at the global, national, and state level to identify new and 
emerging drug trends that will impact Ohio communities and citizens. The team 
analyzes open-source articles, information gathered from criminal intelligence 
cases, intelligence reporting, and monthly and quarterly drug trends calls to 
identify and understand new and emerging trends and threat actors. With this 
information, bulletins and other reports are produced to disseminate key findings 
to ONIC staff, customers, and stakeholders to bolster information sharing, close 
intelligence gaps, and facilitate more informed decision making regarding emerging 
drugs and the illicit drug landscape. 
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ONIC STATISTICS 
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ONIC FORENSICS: 2022 

• Agencies from 61 Ohio counties submitted
evidence for extraction. 

• Forensics supported over 1,000
investigations, received nearly 3,800 devices,
and conducted over 3,776 device
examinations. Examinations include
extractions of digital devices for the
purposes of a criminal investigation.

Legislature Day exhibit: ONIC forensics briefs state 
representatives. 

An example of ONIC portable forensics equipment.  
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Intelligence 
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Legislature Day exhibit: ONIC intelligence analyst briefs state representatives. 
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ONIC-SUPPORTED CASES 

Drug Trafficking 
Operation Meltdown 

The ONIC provided digital forensic and intelligence support 
for the largest conspiracy case in the history of Springfield 
Police Division. In 2022, the last individual involved was 
sentenced to a maximum 27 years in prison. In total, 10
firearms, 1,946 grams of methamphetamine, 25 grams of 
yellow heroin/fentanyl compound, and $35,309 were 
seized throughout the investigation. Seven individuals had 
previously accepted plea deals and the eight defendants 
were sentenced to a combined total of 116-131.5 years in 
prison. 

Engaging in a Pattern of Corrupt Activity Case 

ONIC supported the Multi Area Narcotics Unit with a digital device and video analysis for an 
engaging in a pattern of corrupt activity case involving drug trafficking of methamphetamine in 
northwest Ohio which involved approximately 30 individuals. Three of the suspects have pled 
guilty and have been sentenced, two defendants are awaiting sentencing, and two are 
awaiting trial.  

Ohio Casino Control Commission Drug Trafficking Case 

ONIC supported the Ohio Casino Control Commission with a drug trafficking investigation 
involving heroin. ONIC provided digital forensic support and a digital device analysis which
identified the main suspect as well as several individuals connected to the distribution of drugs. 
Two individuals have been charged with trafficking in drugs.

“But for the exemplary investigative support provided 
by the ONIC, these cases would have appeared to be 
all separate incidents. Once analyzed together, 
commonalities and organization were discovered 
which led investigators to reveal the depth and 
capacity of the drug trafficking network.” 

- Sergeant,
Springfield Police Division 

Images depict contraband seized during this investigation. 
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Operation Take it Easy 

The ONIC provided intelligence and digital forensic support on a joint 
investigation of a Mexican cartel-related drug trafficking organization 
involving the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, Springfield
Police Division, Ohio State Highway Patrol, and the Bureau of Alcohol 
Tobacco and Firearms.  

This case resulted in the seizure of 76 kilograms of fentanyl and 
115,000 counterfeit oxycodone pills containing fentanyl, what is 
believed to be the single largest fentanyl seizure in the Southern 
District of Ohio, according to U.S. Attorney Kenneth L. Parker. Law 
enforcement also seized 9 kilograms each of methamphetamine, 
cocaine, and marijuana, distributable amounts of heroin and crack 
cocaine, and several firearms. 

Perry County Investigation and 50-55 Year Conviction

ONIC Forensics extracted a digital device which was analyzed by ONIC
Intelligence within two weeks of receiving the extraction report. The
data within the device corroborated the items seized from the suspect 
including 65 grams of fentanyl, 130 grams of cocaine, 7.6 grams of 
crack cocaine, 337 grams of methamphetamine, 20 grams of black tar 
heroin, and $3,922 in U.S. currency. ONIC Intelligence and Forensics
testified at the trial and the suspect was found guilty and sentenced to
50-55 years. According to the Perry County Sheriff’s Office, the ONIC
intelligence product specifically helped in securing the guilty verdict.

Images depict contraband seized during 
investigations. 

Image depicts contraband seized during this investigation. 
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Operation Cierra La Puerta 

ONIC assisted with the identification and dismantling of a 
Cleveland based drug trafficking organization with ties to 
Arizona, California, and Nevada. ONIC Intelligence identified key 
individuals, vehicles, and addresses of interest. Overall, search 
warrants were conducted at 10 locations which resulted in the 
arrest of 24 individuals and the seizure of multiple drugs with 
an estimated street value of $1.9 million, a tablet press, 16 
firearms, and approximately $300,000 in U.S. currency.  

Drug-Related Violent Crime
Aggravated Murder Conviction – Life Without Parole + 60 Months 

ONIC Intelligence provided the Lima Police Department an analysis of a digital device belonging
to a homicide suspect. ONIC Intelligence found search history on the device that included terms
of the victim’s name, the song “Murder on My Mind,” and terms related to “digging” and
“shoveling,” all after the victim was last seen. The search history and other critical
communications found were used during the suspect’s trial.  

The suspect was convicted of aggravated murder, tampering with evidence, gross abuse of a 
corpse, and possessing criminal tools and received a sentence of life without parole plus 60 
months. 

Kidnapping and Double Homicide 

ONIC supported the Toledo Police Department with the investigation into the kidnapping and 
double homicide of two teenagers. The ONIC is collaborating with the Toledo Police 
Department, Ohio Bureau of Criminal investigation, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation on 
the case. Nine suspects have been charged in connection with the kidnapping and double 
homicide. 

Gang-Related Homicide Investigation 

ONIC supported the Springfield Police Division in a double homicide investigation that involved
two street gangs. ONIC has produced both a digital device and social media analysis which
facilitated the construction of a series timeline and link chart which connects individuals to
locations and dates of interest. The ONIC’s support has been vital for the case thus far and has 
expanded the scope of the investigation.

Image depicts contraband seized during this investigation. 
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2022 Expanded Capability Case Support 
Involuntary Manslaughter for Fentanyl Overdose 

ONIC provided support to the Hamilton County Heroin Task Force in a drug trafficking case that 
also carried an involuntary manslaughter component due to a fentanyl overdose. ONIC 
Intelligence and Forensics both contributed to the investigation and a suspect was identified as
a fentanyl dealer and indicted on charges of aggravated trafficking of a fentanyl analog. The 
suspect pled guilty and received a 10-year prison sentence. 

Dark Web and Cryptocurrency Case Support 

ONIC worked with the Central Ohio Cyber Drug Task Force and the DEA on multiple 
investigations within Ohio that spanned across the U.S. to include Rhode Island, Kentucky, and
California. Additionally, these investigations extended into South America, Europe, and Africa. 
During the investigations, the ONIC assisted with three search warrants that resulted in the 
seizure of approximately $130,000 in cryptocurrency, $89,000 in U.S. currency, over $1 million
in other seized assets, and the seizure of drug products to include 600 grams of LSD 
(solid forms), 95 grams of liquid LSD, and 20,781 blotter doses of LSD with street values worth 
hundreds of thousands of dollars.  

Homeland Security Investigation (HSI) Case 

ONIC assisted HSI with a narcotics trafficking case by providing translation and identifying
communications, items of interest, and key individuals. The case involved the sale and
distribution of kilograms of fentanyl, methamphetamine, heroin, cocaine, and marijuana from 
Mexico throughout the United States and into central Ohio. Through the analysis, ONIC 
Intelligence identified four individuals assisting with the trafficking of narcotics as well as the
methods of concealment they were using to evade detection.  

Mexican Cartel-Related Drug Trafficking Investigation 

ONIC supported a central Ohio task force with a Mexican cartel-related drug trafficking 
investigation. The task force executed a search warrant and seized 19 kilograms of suspected 
fentanyl, approximately 22,000 suspected fentanyl pills, and several firearms. Subsequently, 
ONIC assisted with a digital device analysis of multiple phones. ONIC Intelligence provided
translation and identified communications and items of interest for the case. As a result of the 
operational intelligence provided by the ONIC, the task force executed another search warrant 
and seized 14 kilograms of cocaine and $150,000. 

Money Laundering Case 

Two ONIC analysts assisted with a money laundering case related to drug trafficking proceeds. 
The individual advertised the illicit business to customers, deposited large sums of cash with 
minimal employment reported, and used the proceeds to purchase commodities, securities, 
and cryptocurrencies. The analysis provided by the ONIC is directly enhancing and expanding 
the scope of the criminal investigation. 
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OHIO NATIONAL GUARD (ONG) COUNTERDRUG 
PROGRAM 

Partnership 
The ONIC and the ONG Counterdrug Program (ONGCDP) have enjoyed a beneficial partnership 
since the ONIC’s inception in 2019. There are nine counterdrug analysts located across the four 
ONIC offices. The counterdrug analysts fulfill the normal duty of ONIC analysts, working closely 
with law enforcement customers to provide criminal and strategic intelligence products. In 
2022, counterdrug analysts supported 59 ONIC cases, with some cases including convictions or 
individual plea deals.

Counterdrug Analyst Highlights 
Lawrence County Fatal Overdose
A counterdrug analyst produced a digital device analysis related to a fatal overdose for the 
Lawrence County Drug and Major Crimes Task Force and the Lawrence County Prosecutor’s 
Office. The product highlighted messages between the victim, the “middleman,” and the 
suspected source of supply that identified almost certain drug transactions between the three 
individuals prior to the overdose. The analyst also discovered messages between the 
“middleman” and the source of supply discussing the victim’s overdose death and their 
involvement. Both the source of supply and “middleman” accepted 4-year plea deals for 
reckless homicide and trafficking in a fentanyl-related compound. With the material provided 
by ONIC, this was the first such case prosecuted in Lawrence County. 

Drug Trafficking by Parcel
A counterdrug analyst produced a digital device analysis for a drug trafficking investigation for 
the Belmont County Sherriff’s Office and the Belmont County Prosecutor’s Office. The analyst 
discovered communications that discussed a drug shipment to the suspect’s residence. Upon 
learning of the evidence uncovered by the analyst, the suspect pled guilty to aggravated 
trafficking in drugs and accepted a 6-year plea deal.  

Dismantling a Northwest Ohio-based Drug Trafficking Organization 

A counterdrug analyst provided support to a Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt 
Organizations (RICO) investigation spread across six counties by conducting message and
imagery analysis for multiple phones, contacts, images, conversations, and videos. The analyst 
produced a link analysis chart highlighting key conversations and presented time sensitive 
information to the prosecution prior to multiple trials and hearings that successfully led to an 
8-year plea deal of one co-defendant.
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Awards and Accolades 
A counterdrug analyst received three prestigious accolades with the national Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) Ohio 
Counterdrug Analyst of the Year award, as well as the FY22 Ohio Counterdrug Central Region and State
Analyst of the Year awards. By conducting diligent device extraction analyses and assisting law enforcement
agencies in various requested tasks, the counterdrug analyst produced intelligence products that led to
convictions. The analyst furthered ONIC’s reputation of professionalism and high quality of intelligence 
products offered. 

BRIDGING INFORMATION GAPS 

Throughout 2022, ONIC continued to bridge information sharing through its established calls and intelligence 
bulletins and identified new opportunities to expand these efforts. These initiatives include the quarterly 
Emerging Drug and Scientific Working Group call, the Monthly Drug Trends Call, the Quarterly National Drug 
Trends Call, the Ohio Public Safety Response/Outreach Call, and intelligence bulletins. Attendees are 
provided timely and robust data, lessons learned, and additional guidance to help close information gaps 
and facilitate the efficient use of resources. In 2022, Operation BRIDGE was initiated to provide hands-on 
action which blended treatment options with law enforcement action.  

Emerging Drug Scientific Working Group (EDSWG) 
In 2021, given that statistics surrounding the significance and proliferation of emerging drugs are nebulous, 
ONIC created EDSWG. By establishing EDSWG, ONIC minimizes unnecessary delays experienced with 
emerging drug data through regular communications with forensic scientists from across the state in the 
fields of drug chemistry and toxicology as well as participation from public universities with forensic 
programs. This partnership allows for more information sharing and informs policy at a swifter pace than 
ever before. By more quickly identifying new drugs in Ohio, the ONIC can work with the State of Ohio Board 
of Pharmacy (BOP) to add, transfer, or remove compounds from Ohio’s list of controlled substances which 
the BOP has the authority to do.  

In 2022, ONIC was able to support the Board’s scheduling of nine new synthetic opioids. The Board found
that eight of those compounds were an imminent threat to public health resulting in an emergency 
scheduling order from Governor DeWine, which allows prosecutors the ability to pursue legal avenues to 
hold traffickers and distributors accountable. 

"The drug use epidemic is not something we can simply arrest our 
way out of, by connecting people with evidence-based treatment, we 
are providing resources and support to help them in their recovery so 
they can go on to live healthy, productive lives."

- RecoveryOhio Director Aimee Shadwick
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RecoveryOhio Monthly Drug Trends Call 
The ONIC hosts a Monthly Drug Trends Call to share drug information 
and data analysis across Ohio in partnership with RecoveryOhio. 
Presenters include subject matter experts from toxicology and chemistry 
laboratories, law enforcement agencies and intelligence units, and featured guest speakers. The 
call synthesizes data from across sectors and the participants benefit from coordinated 
information sharing that bolsters awareness of emerging trends in the Ohio illicit drug 
landscape. 

Quarterly National Drug Trends Call 
In 2022, the quarterly National Drug Trends Call’s original purpose was to connect with Ohio’s 
source cities to discuss current drug trends, drug prices, and different factors affecting the drug
trade. The call has expanded to reach more states and individuals outside of Ohio’s main source 
cities to get a better understanding of the overall national drug perspective.   

Ohio Public Safety Response Team/Outreach Call 
The Ohio DPS and the Ohio Task Force Commander’s Association (OTFCA) partner to host the 
Ohio Public Safety Response Team/Outreach Call quarterly. This call provides a space to learn 
from different agencies and jurisdictions by offering a platform for individuals to share new 
innovative approaches to help combat the national opiate epidemic as well as offer a variety of 
resources that are available around the state and in the communities. 

Operation BRIDGE 
Operation BRIDGE (Bridging Recovery and Interdiction Data 
Gathering Enforcement) aims to break down perceived barriers 
between law enforcement and treatment providers and 
creates a conserted effort for those suffering from substance
use disorders. BRIDGE operates on the premise that an 
imminent interruption in the drug supply is likely to precipitate 
dangerous drug-seeking behavior from those with substance 
use disorder.  

In 2022, DPS supported three BRIDGE Operations in Lawrence, 
Richland, and Fairfield counties. The result of these operations: 

• 34 individuals immediately placed into
treatment,

• 69 referrals to treatment,

• 121.4 pounds from pill takebacks,

• 4 guns seized,

• 1,044 grams of cocaine seized,

• 468 grams of fentanyl seized,

• 82 grams of methamphetamine seized,
and

• 62-unit doses of prescription pills
seized.

Image depicts contraband recovered during 
Operation BRIDGE. 
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Intelligence Bulletins 
The ONIC published six bulletins throughout 2022 on a wide range of topics and both law 
enforcement and broader audiences benefited from the content. Bulletin topics included 
emerging drugs, evolving digital device technology, and recent drug scheduling actions. 

CUSTOMER FEEDBACK 

The ONIC regularly receives positive feedback regarding its products and expertise that are 
provided to local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies. This feedback illustrates the 
importance of ONIC for its law enforcement partners and Ohioans.  

“Since its inception, the Ohio Narcotics Intelligence Center has been an integral partner to the South-Central Ohio 
Major Crimes Unit in our mission of service to the citizens of Fairfield County, Pickaway County, and the cities of 
Logan and Athens. Without the brilliant work of the ONIC and their dedication to our collaboration, the citizens of 
the jurisdictions we serve would be less safe. We literally could not do what we do without the ONIC, their 
resources, and most importantly their people.” 

- Commander, South Central Ohio Major Crimes Unit

“Full service, all our analytical and intelligence needs are fully met with our partners at the ONIC. Our ability to send 
a key piece of evidence on our cases to the ONIC and promptly receive a beneficial ONIC product frees up our 
officers to concentrate on other areas of their investigations.” 

- Commander, Hamilton County Heroin Task Force

“The [ONIC] as a whole is a very professional and well ran organization and it is very apparent the professionals 
working diligently within the organization are nothing less than the best in their field, bar none.” 

- Special Agent, Department of Homeland Security/Federal Protective Service.

“I cannot thank you enough for what you and the ONIC do, and it comes at no cost to local law enforcement. [This 
is] a resource more valuable than can ever be put into words.” 

- Officer, Eastlake Police Department.

“The ONIC has become a true force-multiplier for our investigative efforts, drawing praise from the Springfield Police 
Division Command Staff and the Clark County Prosecutor’s Office for their diligent and exemplary work.” 

- Sergeant, Springfield Police Division

“The [ONIC] analyst’s work identifying members of the drug trafficking organization allowed investigators to quickly 
focus on particular locations, subjects, and timeframes. The information provided by the analyst allowed 
investigators to successfully seize 23 weapons and arrest 10 key leaders of the drug trafficking organization, 
dismantling their narcotic trafficking enterprise.” 

- Cartel, Gangs, Narcotics, and Laundering Task Force
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“ONIC has been an integral part in helping piece together parts of the puzzle for a large-scale drug trafficking 
operation operating in Columbus, Ohio. [ONIC’s] professionalism is top notch, and every request has been treated 
as a priority. We are excited to continue working with ONIC and make additional progress to combat these drug 
trafficking organizations.” 

- Special Agent, DEA Columbus

“The Grove City Division of Police is extremely impressed with the services ONIC provides. The forensic side does an 
amazing job of providing the product in a timely manner. ONIC Intel provides the best product in the field. We 
have relied on ONIC Intelligence on numerous fatal overdose investigations, and these have produced convictions
of multiple individuals. ONIC is an invaluable service and is leading the narcotics intelligence community.” 

- Detective, Grove City Division of Police

“ONIC forensics played an integral part in assisting the Ohio Organized Crime Investigations Commission (OOCIC) 
and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) detectives in returning an 80-count indictment for 
approximately 25 individuals.” 

- Detective, OOCIC/HIDTA Task Force

“Thank you for all the analysis and extra [work] you have been putting into the two cases you have been working. I 
really appreciate the almost daily feedback of valuable intelligence that not only may be case starters, but also 
solidifies the cases I will be presenting for indictments.” 

- Gahanna Police Department/Ohio HIDTA

“Thank you and your organization for the hard work that you put into this report. It appears to have been the key 
deciding factor for the defendant’s choice to enter a plea of guilty.” 

- Detective, Belmont County Sheriff’s Office

“On multiple occasions throughout 2022, ONIC intelligence analysts and computer forensic specialists made 
significant contributions to advancing complex transnational, regional, and local drug investigations conducted by 
U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration personnel and their law enforcement counterparts based in Ohio. ONIC 
analysts and forensics specialists provided pertinent and actionable intelligence to DEA personnel about 
investigative targets, co-conspirators, and business entities involved in drug trafficking and related money 
laundering. The work products produced by ONIC personnel are comprehensive, yet easily digestible by all 
members of the investigative and prosecution teams. ONIC is a much-valued partner.” 

- Field Intelligence Manager, DEA
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SOLVE 
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SOLVE Overview 

Our Mission: Provide case management, collaboration, data management, and 
data analytics tools for Ohio drug task forces and law enforcement agencies. 

The State of Ohio Law Enforcement Virtual Exchange (SOLVE) was born out of Governor DeWine’s 
RecoveryOhio initiative. SOLVE is a statewide data-sharing platform for Ohio’s drug task forces 
and law enforcement agencies and includes a case management system, a community 
collaboration page, data sharing, and analytics. SOLVE connects the disparate information from 
across agency platforms into a statewide system which allows the data to be analyzed for 
actionable intelligence. SOLVE features real-time data sharing, and will consist of state-of-the-art 
data analytics, robust searching and reports, crime prediction, identification of connections and 
networks among criminals, and integration with state and federal deconfliction systems. SOLVE 
was understaffed during the COVID-19 pandemic, but has since received new personnel and are 
now expanding operations.

Notable Accomplishments in 2022
SOLVE has worked diligently to develop the “Powered by SOLVE platform,” the community landing 
page, a case management system, an application programming interface (API) for data 
connections and sharing, and crash and citation modules that have been launched and are actively 
in use. In addition, Matrix API has been integrated in conjunction with BMV search capabilities. 
Thus far, more than 2,220 links and cross-case matches have been identified in the system, 
including 30 matches in subjects across agencies. Below are descriptions of programs that SOLVE 
has developed, implemented, or is planning to implement in the coming year. 
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EWARRANTS 
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eWARRANTS Overview

 Our Mission: Ohio’s centralized, uniform, statewide electronic warrant and 
protection order system improves the thoroughness, accuracy, and timeliness of 
submissions to the Law Enforcement Automated Data System (LEADS) and the 

National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS).

In response to the number of outstanding warrants and growing backlog of unserved warrants 
in Ohio, Governor Mike DeWine tasked the Ohio DPS and Department of Administrative 
Services, under the leadership of Lieutenant Governor Husted as Director of InnovateOhio, with 
establishing a comprehensive eWarrant and eProtection Order system. This system is being 
created to improve the thoroughness, accuracy, and timeliness of warrant and protection order 
submissions to the Law Enforcement Automated  Data System (LEADS) for officer safety, public 
safety, and National Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS) for firearm transfer 
decisions. The goal is to implement a free, easy, and mobile warrant system for law 
enforcement, judges, and clerks. Ohio DPS is currently facilitating discovery and 
implementation sessions with over 1,400 agencies across the state, as well as case and record 
management system integration.  

eWarrants Success Story 
The Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) Canton Post responded to an incident regarding an 
eWarrants notice referencing an individual wanted for vehicular assault and vehicular 
manslaughter. The notification helped OSHP coordinate their response and proceed quickly to 
arrest the subject without incident.  

 
The map above outlines the progression of all 88 counties regarding the 
Implementation of the eWarrants platform. 
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Customer Feedback 

“One of the amazing features [of eWarrants] is being able to attach all of the documents and no longer have 
to print them. Officers safety is so important to us and the speedy process for the life of the record in 
eWarrants is immeasurable. There is a benefit for eWarrants and we see the value. I am excited to see 
where it goes and hopefully soon, all of Ohio will jump onboard." 

- Champaign County 9-1-1 Center

"Ohio is fortunate to have this new standardized system of tracking warrants. It promotes safety for the 
public, those on the frontlines, and encourages offender accountability. The system is easily accessible and 
user-friendly. The success of eWarrants implementation in Champaign County is the direct result of a 
supportive and collaborative team and we are grateful to be an early implementer on this project." 

- Champaign County Sheriff's Office

"...prior to eWarrants it took hours to sit and enter paper warrants into LEADS. Now that I have eWarrants, I 
look forward to entering warrants! I absolutely recommend every county join eWarrants, the time it saves 
and the information in provides to all parties involved, it is just astounding! eWarrants is a game changer." 

- Meigs County Sheriff's Office

"Having access to the eWarrants workflow is so important to a country like ours, where we could not afford to
set up a much-needed system ourselves. eWarrants was welcomed for many reasons."

- Meigs County Common Pleas Court

eWarrants press conference.
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LESO 
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LESO Overview 

The Ohio DPS Law Enforcement Support Office (LESO) is the coordinating 
agency for the Department of Defense (DoD), Defense Logistics Agency 
(DLA), and Law Enforcement Support “1033” Program. The 1033 Program 
allows non-military (federal, state, & local) law enforcement agencies to 
receive excess DoD property. Participating agencies benefit from the 
program in many ways. Equipment received through the Law Enforcement 
Support Program such as fitness equipment, cold weather clothing, boots, 
tools, furniture, vehicles, medical supplies, tents, office equipment, and 
supplies has increased officer safety, provided resources for community 

support, and increased traffic safety.  

Key Highlights and Accomplishments in 2022 

• Registration of all agency participants with accounts to access the
inventory management site.

• Federal program compliance review (PCR) by the DLA with Ohio having
a 99.76% inventory accuracy rate.

• Ohio LESO attended the DLA LESO annual training to ensure compliance with Presidential 
Executive Order 14074.

• In 2022, LESO supported 395 Ohio law enforcement agencies from 84 counties and 66 
county sheriff’s offices tracking property worth $62,772,660.

2022: Statistics

During the federal PCR, the only LESO 
provided helicopter in the state was 
inventoried at the Butler County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Examples of equipment distributed by LESO.
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Office of Criminal Justice Services Task Force Grant Funding 

The OCJS Grants Administration section is responsible for administering state and federal 
criminal justice grants to both state agencies and local sub-recipients. OCJS also administers 
and coordinates other competitive criminal justice grant programs awarded to Ohio by the 
federal government. 

In 2022, Ohio drug task forces received these funds from the OCJS: 

Ohio Drug Law Enforcement Fund (DLEF) $3,598,697.18 

Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 
(JAG) A01 

$1,304,923.40 

RecoveryOhio $2,366,361.50 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) $2,800,000.00 

TOTAL FUNDING: $10,069,982.08 

Annual Drug Survey 

LESO and ONIC publish an annual drug survey for law enforcement with results based on 
interviews with representatives from Ohio's 46 Ohio drug task forces and the OCJS. These task 
forces serve 75 of Ohio’s 88 counties and provide valuable insight regarding the Ohio illicit 
drug landscape.  

• Suppliers: The 2022 report found that the country’s southwest border continues to 
supply Ohio communities with illegal drugs. The task forces identified three Mexican 
cartels operating in Ohio: Sinaloa Cartel, the Jalisco New Generation Cartel (CJNG), 
and the Gulf Cartel.

• Drug types: Fentanyl and methamphetamine continue to present the greatest drug 
threats across Ohio which also tracks with national trends. These drugs are seen in 
polydrug mixtures, pressed pills, and counterfeit pills that mimic the appearance of 
pharmaceutical opioid pills.
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nnual Drug Survey

DISCO: Drug Incident Summary Collection Overview 

According to DISCO, over the past three years, methamphetamine, marijuana, cocaine/crack, 
and fentanyl have been the top drugs seized by Ohio drug task forces. The data depicted in 
the table below represents seizures of drugs by Ohio drug task forces in 2022. The identity of 
these substances may not have yet been confirmed by labs at the time of this report.
Additionally, drug task forces and police departments across the state are experiencing 
staffing shortages and decreases in the amounts of drugs seized may reflect this reality.

In 2022, drug task forces reported an increase in seizures of heroin, cocaine, and marijuana. 
Additionally, drug task forces reported a decline in the seizure of methamphetamine, fentanyl, 
and Lysergic Acid Diethylamide (LSD). In addition to narcotics, Ohio drug task forces seized 
1,642 firearms, indicted 4,359 persons, served 4,024 search warrants, and administered 
naloxone 261 times.  

All narcotic weights are in grams, except marijuana (pounds) and LSD (dosage units). 
Data reflects the suspected drug type, which may not be confirmed by labs at time of 
reporting. Weight conversions and rounding may cause minor discrepancies in the data. 
Fentanyl analogs and mixtures are reported and reflected in the fentanyl total. 
There are additional types of contraband captured in the DISCO system. 
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Outreach
DREAM: Drug Resilience Education Awareness Mentorship 

The DREAM Program was created by Ohio DPS and Ohio Task Force 
Commanders Association (OTFCA) and supported by RecoveryOhio,
the Buckeye State Sheriff’s Association, and the Ohio Association of 
Chiefs of Police in an effort for law enforcement to support the 
instruction of drug and alcohol education in schools. This program 
provides an educator-friendly and easily-implemented series of
lessons on drug and alcohol prevention and education. 

DREAM is a kindergarten through 12th grade video enhancement 
series focusing on: 

• National health education standards.

• Ohio Department of Education (ODE) health 
and social and emotional learning 
requirements (ORC 33.1360).

• Developing resiliency skills.

• Decision-making skills.

• Role playing opportunities.

The DREAM Program is aligned with Ohio’s Whole Child Framework, which is an approach that 
broadens district and school focus beyond academics to include meeting students’ social-
emotional, physical, and safety needs. 

Contacts 
LEI and External Programs 
Additional information on the entities discussed throughout this report: 

Ohio Narcotics Intelligence Center | Department of Public Safety 
Ohio Narcotics Intelligence Center | Columbus OH | Facebook 
Ohio Narcotics Intelligence Center (@OhNarcoticIntel) / Twitter 

SOLVE | Department of Public Safety (ohio.gov) 

eWarrants | Department of Public Safety (ohio.gov) 

Law Enforcement Support Office | Department of Public Safety (ohio.gov) 

DREAM | Department of Public Safety (ohio.gov) 

RecoveryOhio | Ohio.gov 




